Dear Editor:
I am concerned that the dialogue around education reform is encouraging a nationwide move to year-round school.  Instead, I support the American Camp Association’s position that that the organized camp experience is a vital component in the development and education of the whole child. I believe in year-round educational opportunities that include organized camp experiences to all children.

According to the National Summer Learning Association, young people experience learning loss when they do not engage in educational activities during the summer months. As the parent of (a(n) ______ -year-old son/daughter) I don’t believe that confining my child(ren) to classrooms all year round is the best course of action to address learning loss.

It is possible that our children are beginning to lag behind other nations in academic achievement because we are focusing on the wrong things. According to Peg Smith, CEO of the American Camp Association®, “Teaching children to pass standardized tests doesn't necessarily teach them to think for themselves. Education is about more than teaching answers; it's about equipping our kids with the ability to develop the art of seeing the possibilities.” 

Perhaps the answer lies beyond the classroom in much more natural, developmental settings that promote experiential learning, improve social skills and physical fitness, teach kids to take calculated risks in a safe environment, and expand the creative mind. With the current trend in our education system, we are leaving little room for innovation. 

So, how do we solve the problem of summer learning loss without jeopardizing the well-being and future success of our children and our country? We need to develop "learning environments." Childhood is not passive; it isn't meant to happen inside a box, and children are natural learners if appropriate environments are provided.

Summer camp certainly fits into that equation. In fact, camp is a solution to many of the gaps in our current education system. It teaches values such as self-esteem, teamwork, and caring — areas where traditional schools sometimes cause more detriment than good. And it allows everyone, not just the "A" student and the athlete, to thrive and enjoy the process of learning. Dr. Stephen Fine, academic and camp owner, whose 2005 Ph.D. thesis examined residential summer camp as a unique learning experience, said, "Kids who find it difficult to learn in another setting will often succeed at camp." 

There are thousands of summer camps across this country, and each one of them is a piece of the solution to summer learning loss. Kids learn at camp. I know mine do. They are learning life skills that will last long after the lessons learned in traditional schools have faded. 
I support the American Camp Association’s position that that the organized camp experience is a vital component in the development and education of the whole child. I believe in year-round educational opportunities that include organized camp experiences to all children.
Sincerely, 
